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The  Soil  Conservitioa  Service  ILLINOIS  COOPERaTOR  is  issued  occasionilly  for  the 
benefit  of  those  interested  in  the  erosion  control  progr  im  in  Illinois.  Its  purpose  is 
to  serve  cooperitors  and  others  by  jTivinj  tl’.em  the  benefit  of  information  renard- 
inj  methods,  vdiich  information  is  withered  ¥rom  all  parts  of  the  stats  by  technicians 
in  the  course  ■'■f  their  work  in  furtherinj  the  erosion  control  program. 

R.  E,  Uhland,  Regional  Conservator 
upper  Mississippi  Valley-  Rei^ion  #5 
Illinois,  Iowa  Minnesota,  Missouri,  and  Wisconsin 
Mead puarters , Les  Moines,  Iowa 

P.  A,  Fisher,  State  Coordinator 
Headiuarters . Urhara,  Tllinois 

3«3IL  CONSERVATION  FARMER  COOPER.ITTON' 


IN  ILLINOIS 

Tne  Soil  Conservation  Service  is  coop- 
erating witfi  the  College  of  Agriculture, 
the  Agricultur-.l  Adjustment,  Administration, 
and  other  agencies  interested  in  conserv- 
ing the  soils. 

Cooperative  plans  are  being  worked  out 
to  spread  tiie  demonstration  m.ethods  of  ero- 
sion control  developed  in  the  28  CCC  Soil 
Conservation  Service  cam,ps  and  three  project 
areas  into  many  more  couitties  of  the  State. 
T ids  will  make  it  possi ole  for  every  fanner, 
with  tine  use  of  some  tecrmical  guidance,  to 
apply  erosion  control  practices  to  his  own 
farm. 

An  excellent  program  has  been  carried 
on  in  this  field  thr-ougn  the  College  Ex- 
tension Service  for  many  years.  Tne  educa- 
tional groundwork  ali'-eady  laid  by  the  Ex- 
tension Service  has  made  farm  ov/ners  and 
operators  very  recc=ptive  to  the  expanded 
program  for  conser/ing  the  soils  whicn  h-ris 
deve loped  in  the  st-^te  d'lring  the  last  three 
years. 

The  largest  problem  is  to  show,  through 
demonstrations,  the  most  practical  methods 
of  erosion  control  so  that  more  general  use 
can  be  made  of  available  information. 

— h.  ri.  Fisher,  State  Coordinator 


Th]?ee  farmers  near  L ;Ro.v' in  MdTjfNiii 
co'unty,  Williait  Devine,  11,  M.  Scott, 
Charles  Washburn,  ai'e  doing  a topical  joD 
of  cooperating  with  each  other  as  well  as 
witn  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  con-, 
trolling  erosion  on  a smail  watershed 
/hich  is  comm.ori  to  their  t'lree  farms. 

Approximately  75  acres  drains  over  the 
lower  of  two  concrete  dai'.ts  put  in  to  check 
pully  erosion.  More  than  half  of  the  '’hi 
acres  is  terraced  and  .:in  adapted  crop  ro- 
tation has  been  worked  out  for  the  culti- 
vated portion  of  the  watersned,  which  is 
to  be  farmed  on  the  contour.  Alfalfa  and 
grasses  occup^'  more  than  half  of  the  area. 

The  upper  drjt  forms  a pord  which  will 
be  used  for  a stock  water  supply  oy  Mr. 
Devine,  ov/ner  of  the  upper  farm,  and  oy 
i-ir.  Scott,  owric-r  of  the  middle  farm.  Mr. 
Devine  furnished  more  thaxi  naif  of  the  ma- 
terial for  the  dam  wnicn  is  located  on 
l;and  belonging  to  Mr.  Scott.  Mr.  Scott 
furnislied  aportion  of  tne  material  for  tbe 
upper  dam  as  well  as  more  than  naif  the 
material  for  the  lower  dam  wiiich  is  located 
on  Mr.  Washburn's  land.  .-ir.  'Waahburn  fur- 
nished considerable  of  the  material  needed 
for  the  lower  dam. 

In  addition  to  reducing  erosion,  the 
two  d;-imG  help  protect,  a valuable  tile  line 
from  wu.siiing  out. 

Prom  tae  measures  these  three  neigiioors 
are  taking  to  reduce  erosion,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  cooperation  goes  further  them 
merely  furnishing  material  for  tpe  struc- 
tures. 3y  rotating  crops,  growing  legumes 
'ind  grasses,  and  by  having  tne  land  ter- 
raced, silting  up  of  the  ponds  formed  by 
thrj  dams  will  be  reduced  to  a minimum. 
Wi,it  is  perhaps  more  important  is  that  the 
topsoil  will  be  kept  on  the  fields  where 
it  c'tn  be  used  to  grow  crops. 
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CONTOUS  FAMING 


Djizotj,,  llli'ttois,  r IK,  ig:i6 

In  I’eply  to  yoiii-  reiuest  fopm^.  opirdoii 
about,  the  merits  oi'  contour  farming,  aiid 
my  approval  or  objections  to  it,  I.  taKe 
pleasure  in  jiving  you  the  following  obser- 
vations after  a seai,;on's  experience  wit^h 
contour  i-rork.  -I -have  made  a study  of  soil 
improvement  and  soil  building  for  raany'  years 
arid  wherever  I had  the  m.eajis  I followed  sug- 
gestions to  build  up  soil  fertility.  Our 
difficulty  has  always  been  to  sold  that 
fertility  from  getting  away  faster  tihan 
the  crops  vvould  consume  it.  I was  well 
avare  of  tne  lact  that  erosion  played  a 
.-.'j or  part  in  the  loss  of  .this  fertility. 

After  much  study  and  i-eading  of  many 
articles  written  by  men  who  have  had  consider- 
able experience  and  success  in  solving  their 
erosion  difficulties  with  contour  farming 
and  terracing,  we  became  interested  in  .the 
Soil  Consem/ation  Service  program.  After 
several  consultations  regarding  the  program, 
the  type  of  farming,  cind  the  changes  to  be 
m.ade,  w'ith  the  approval  of  my  landlord  we 
e.ntered  into  the  program.  Our  soil  is 
rather  level  to  gently  rolling  with  jusm 
enough  decline  to  run  off  excess  water. 
Imis  we  have  considerable  sheet  erosion 
wnen  rains  are  heavy. 

If  w'e  would  lose  only  i inch  of  soil 
every  year  by  sheet  erosion,  and  I tnink 
that  is  putting  it  very  low  for  'the 'avo-r^’.ge 
farm,  that  would  make  one  incn  in  fo’ur  ye.ars. 
That  is  so  slow  that  no’uodyw'oiold  detect  it, 
yet  i t would  take  nsxure  about  f o'uiy  nundred 
years  to  rebuild  that  inch  of  lost  soil. 
Inat  is  something  to  think  about. 

After  due  consideration  we  followed 
the  Service's  recor'mienda.tions  to  contour 
and  strip  farm  those  pottions  that  showed 
considerable  sheet  erosicn  after  he av^  r iins. 
I fii.d  many  people  have  a.  ver^"  erroneous 
idea  about  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 
They  don't  know  that  trie  Soil  Consery,...tioi. 
Sei’vice  program,  is  a soil  building  progrcam 
designed  to  stop  the  loss  of  fertility  oy 
erosion,  to  increase  the  moistur'e  holding 
ability  of  tne  soil  by  sweetening  it  v/ith 
limestone,  ;3Xid  growing  legumes  to  add  nitro- 
gen and  humus  to  the  soil  to'ihcrease"  its 


fertility  and  'water-holding  ability.  All 
bneso  tr.ings  are  greatly  favored  and  as- 
sisted by' contour  w’ork,  tor  contour  farmung 
is  nothing  more  th.tn  farming  on  she  level. 
V/hen  asked  if  plowing,  planting, or  culti- 
v;i.ting  corn  gave  us  any  difticulty  iridur 
co'jnto'Ji'  worki  frankly  I say'  no.  Plow-.ing 
may  t-ike  a little"  longer  but  it  makes  a 
better  joc  when  your  plow's  are  on  the  level 

than  wh.-,n  tney'  leari  one  waj'  going  up  grade 
cUid  the  other  w'ay  when  going  down.’  it  may 
be  a little  difficult  at  the  beginning  so 
m;ake  some  of  the  changes  when  one  is  not 
experienced,  but  after  a half  day's  work 
when  you  get  accitstomed  to  the  method,  there 
is  no  difficulty. 

Regardin.g  tde  culsivatioxi  of  corn,  we 
use  a t’wo-row  plov/  aiid  have  not  tne  least 
trouble  in  plowing  as  close  or  as  well  as 
one  does  when  plowing  checked  corn.  In 
(Continued  cr.  ,ext  oije) 


referer.ee  to  tae  use  of  tractor  for  cul^i- 
vatin^]  I would  frarkl^y  sa.^.  I prefer  ti’actor 
cultivation  to  horses,  aiid  there  is  rot  the 
isast  difficulty  following  the  rows  closely 
with  a tractor. 

As  to  t;ie  conservation  of  moisture,  ;you 
c:jn  send  uiy^ody  here  ar'ter  a heav^  rain  3Uid 
I can  show  nirri  where  the  rows  have  been 
stajiding  level  full  of  water  and  it  all 
seeped  into  the  soil  where  it  fell  and  Sinly 
seldom  does  ’anj  ever  ^et  across  to  trie  next 
row.  On  GUI’  farm  we  use  both  contour  and 
strip  faiming.  In  the  event  of  excessive 
rainfall  where  the  contoui-  work  would  not 
nold  the  v/ater  the  strip  of  t^rain  or  alfalfa 
will  catch  and  hold  .arij>  surplus  water  or 
soil  carried  by  it.  Thus  this  system  is 
solving  the  great  difficulty  we  experienced 
in  holding  soil  and  fertility  from  getting 
awa,,v  faster  than  it  was  consamed  by  the  crops. 
In  regard  to  aiiy  saving  of  fuel  or 
or  in  conto'ur  f arming,  I would  say  there  is. 
Anyone  can  judge  for  himself  whether  it  is 
easier  to  pull  rcacninex-y  on  trie  level  or 
pull  it  up  and  down  grade  all  day.  ' 

Trusting  this  will  give  you  my  view 
about  contour  farmiixg, 

— C.  0.  bOive 

a4^'GAM0N  RIVER  PROJECT 
McLEAR  iAND  EORD  COUR'TIES 

Ledoy,  ILLhiois  — Th--  oldest  arid  largest 
Soil  Conservation  'vr^vioe  demonstration 
area  in  Illinois  is  located  onthe  Sangamon 
River  water’shed  inMcLe.an  and  Pond  counties; 

The  Sangamon  River  project  was  estab- 
lished in  the  fall  of  1933.  Since  that  time 
extensive  changes  have  been  made  in  land 
use  to  lid  in  reducing  erosion. 

Much  of  the  area  is  fairly  level  to 
gently  rolling  land  of  the  best  kind.  On 
the  better  laiid,  sheet  erosion  with  the  re- 
sultant removal  of  a thin  siieet  of  soil  is 
tue  major  problem.  Because  sheet  erosion 
is  harder  to  recognize  than  g;fLly  erosion 
and  because  the  land  is  good  enough  to  en- 
courage an  intens  ive  t^pe  of  farrrdng,  m.uch 
plant  food  has  been  removed  from  even  the 
best  farms.  Small  portions  of  the  dem.oTi- 


stration  area  are  puite  rough  so  that  tiie 
more  spectacular  gully  erosion  is  common. 

The  erosion  contx^ol  progr'im.'on  tlie 
Sangamon  River  area  includes  a dem.onstri— 
Lion  of  nearly  all  known  types  of 'erosio.. 
control  methods.  Among  the  methods  demor;- 
strated  on  this  area  are  terracing  v;iLi. 
contour  farraing,  contoui'  farming,  strip 
cropping,  vegs-t  ited  waterway  s,  permanent  ."Uid 
temporary  check  d.-ms,  soil  treatments  ’With 
lime  and  fertilizer,  several  different 
adapted  crop  rotations,  wooulot  improvement, 
and  wildlife  management. 

One  of  the  important  feauares  of  the 
worx  donebytiie  staff  at  LeRoy  is  cond'uct- 
ing  tours  and  guiding  interested  persons 
and  groups  over  the  demonstration  area. 
Landowners  and  farm  operators  who  desire  to 
study  erosion  control  metnods  and  learn  liow 
various  methods  comipare  'under  field  condi- 
tions can  spend  som.e  very  profitable  days  on 
the  demonstration  area. 

— G.  M.  Flint , Project  Manager 

FREEPORT  PROJECT 

Stephenson  County 

Freeport,  Illinois-' — The  Freeport  area  'wris 
established  ejurly  in  the  fall  of  1935  and 
during  the  . year  'of  op'^ration,  terracing 
strip  cropping,  contour  I’arming,  woodlot  im- 
provement, and  wildlife  ma,nagement  demon- 
strations have  been  established,  perman-,,-r't 
and  temporary'  check  ' dams  constructed,  ax'id 
soil  conserving  rotations  inoroduced. 

Soil  treatments  of  limestone  and  dem- 
onstrations with  fertilizer  are  also  an 
important  part  of  the  program  at  Freeport. 

Fortunately,  limestone  is  available 
almost  anywiiere  in  the  area.  Tnis  nas  made 
it  possible  to  'use  portable  pulverizers  and 
has  reduced  tne  amount  of  hauling  necessary 
to  get  the  agricultural  limestone  to  the 
fields  where  it  is  to  be  ’used.  Liegume  crops 
do  well  after  tne  soil  has  been  treated  v/ith 
lime  and  most  of  the  farmers  are  familiar 
with  the  advantages  of  legume  crops  and  are 
able  to  utilize  these  crops  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage with  dairy  or  beef  cattle. 

^ Continued  on  uext  aaije) 
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The  Preepoif't  arc-a  lias  'Lae  lowest  pet- 
centage  of  lai.d  i.i:  cul’.ivated  crops  cf  tlie 
three  Illinois  Cer.oiLs oration  areas.  I'ho 
topography  variv's  fror;  genti.\'  rolling  to 
rolling  and  ih-.:  aegi^ee  of  erosion  is  some- 
what less  than  lusaally  fo’oi'id  under  similar 
conditions,  dr.e  to  the  pasture-livestock 
t;,pe  of  f-.rffii:;.l.  Howc-'/er,  even  with  the 
proteotiv-=  cove'-"  ...ffordea  b;/  the  pathure 
xands,  a e-rcaot  deal  of  soil  has  been  lost 
and  a dumber  of  seriouf;  gullies  have  devel- 
oped. Laadov.rners  axid  operators  with. in  the 
demonstrabi'On  area  have  shown  theirwillingn 
ress  to  cooperate  in  the  progr.irrj  by  entering 
into  -agrheirents  rmdb;)-  following  the  progr.;m 
outlined  in  the  .agroements,  as  worked  oat  by 
in;  technical  rien. 

The  Freeport  niua  will  provide  deniori- 
strations  w’  ler' • ihirniers  of  nor-thern  liliriois 
can  study  erosion  control  practices  adapted 
to  actual  field  conditions  such  as  exist 
on  their  own  fares. 

— L.ij'l  Otson,  project  Cuna^er 

EDr^ARDSVILLE  PROJECT 

MAD  I SOP  COUPTY 

Sa.:<nrDsville,  lilviois TAe  idw?krdsville 

demonstration  area  was  started  auout  a^ear 
ago  iind  a great  deal  of  progress  has  already 
beer,  made  in  demonstrating  erosion  coritrol 
Kiethods.  The  complete  erosion  control  pro- 
gram is  being  dernonstra-ted  and  riearly  all 
methods  adapted  to  the  area  are  iiovr  is  use. 

Upiaiid  topo^rapriy  varies  from  gently 
to  steeply  rolling.  The  soils  within  the 
Sdwardsvilie  area  are  quite  susceptible  to 
erosion,  espjeciall,.-  vdien  the  organic  mat- 
ter content  is  lowered  by  ct'opping. 

i^armer  cooperation  is  excellent  and 
most  of  tee  farm.ers  are  q;uite  v/illiiig  to 
make  the  chcinges  in  crop  rotations  and 
methods  of  i’arring  necessary  to  control 
erosion  aird  build  up  the  productivity  of 
tiieir  land. 

— C.  n.  Suuin,  Project  .laitj-jer 

a\MP  HOLDS  OPEN  HOUSE 

The  open  nouse  held  at  Camp  Wheeler, 
EdwardsvLlle,  was  attended  by  approximately 


Ij'X'C  p-2cpie,  accord  iep- to  Hear  le  2.  rlarper, 
sujierinteixlent. 

Tne  program  for  tiie  day  included  a tour 
of  inspecLion  of  tne  camp  builriin^s,  music 
by  the  local  WPAb.and,  aioi  talks  by  i.  W.  May, 
Madison  coiuaty  farm  adviser.  Captain  Goff, 
comp.any  conun.ander,  .and  F.  A.  Fishei-,  stat'--' 
coordinator  for  Illinois.  The  speakers  pre- 
seirt“d  fitjures  snow'ing  prograss  made  by  liic 
camp  i.n  its  'erosion  control  pro.jr'ml. 

The  Madison  Couit.^  Svoii  Consarvation 
f-ssociation  was  v/eil  rep.roser.tcd  and  S'part' 
Oi  the  pro£;rnm  vn.s  devoted  to  assacirtioi'. 
activiti.as. 

EROSION  CONTROL  REDUCES  SLOOD 

;i.  H.  -Icnn.'t'v. , ’chiet  o*'  the  3.ail  C'.w.— 
•ser'v  ;ticn  S^-rvice,  t''.lls  iiow  ,good  farming 
practices  help^  to  prevent  flood  dutags. 

dear  Stillwater,  Oklano:-'',  are  o 
streams.  Durijig  and  right  after  i-cav^.  rains, 

S of  the  streams  raij  aijn  over  tricir  b-anks, 
but  the  tliird  stream  did  not  overflou.) 
normal_J}ank_^. 

The  rainfal  1 vv  .s  practicaily  uiie  sam,. 
in  the  waters..eds  of  all  3 of  the  streams. 
They  drained  th.e  sume  mind  of  land,  ■uid  the 
farmers  grew  aeout  tiie  samr?  kin.;!  of  crops. 
3:it  nin.^-f-nths  of  trie  laid  on  trie  water- 
sued  tnat  .io.  .ut  ovcr;’c:.-;  its  banks  had 
been  carefully  ..anriled  by  f.iririers  to  check 
soil  erosion  and  conserve  water  oy  helping 
it  to  siinc  i..ito  the  ground.  One  of  the 
otner  watersheds  nad  not  been  given  any  pro- 
tectioii  sjid  on  the  other  watej-siied  onlj,  15 
percent  of  the  land  had  been  pi-otected  with 
erosion  cojrtrol  and  water  conserving  measures. 

SOIL  CONSERVATION  ASSOCIATIONS 
IN  ILLINOIS 

The  total  membership  of  the  soil  con^ 
servation  associations  ir.  Illinois  is  1,198. 
Sixty-two  counties  are  repres  :i;ted  in  the 
associatiofis,  and  equipreent  to  the  amount  of 
4 tractors,  10  terracers,  and  3 crushers  is 
ovnied,  wtiile  10  tractors,  3 t '-rracers,  and 
11  crushers  are  leased.  Tne  majority  of  the 
as30cia,tion3  are  cooperating  witn  a CCC 
camp  ’under  the  supem'^ision  of  tire  Soil  Con— 
(Coatinuft'i  on  next  page) 
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ser-vaLion  ofirvic'-.  I'lie  Colie, :;^e  of.  .-Ajri::u.l- 
ture,  University,  o.f  Illinois,  and  tiie  I.'x- 
oension  Servi.ce  ai-;  cooperatinji  wLz'::  these 
associations  cu'id  wich  the  Soil  Cons^-rvation 
Service  in  the  -'rosion  control  pro^rejn  in 
the  s^ate.  The  nemb'ersnip  of  o.iese  .esso- 
ci’itions  is  ar-iOrn-  .f  .ir'acrs  and  others  inter- 
ested in  T-he  soil  erosion  control  progrr<i;i. 

rii'-;  x'ollov.'in^  ennmeration  of  tne  act- 
.ivities  of  tne  assoc  in  cions  is  taken  from 
the  latest  available  fig’ores  reported  by 
taerri.  In  I'larv  cases  a;iditional  v/oi'k  iias 
been  done  and  other  erosion  control  prac- 
tices are  bein^i  nsed. 

liie  -Adams  Courity  Soil  Conservation 
Association  has  31  members,  o\vns  a terracer, 
and  leases  a iiiae  crnsiier  arid  tractor, 
members  nave  built  15.6  miles  oi'  terraces 
and  cruisncd  29.i  tons  oi'  a,^ricifLturai  lime- 
r.tone. 

In-;  Carroll  Association  has  22  rriao-crs  ■ 
r'roin  Carroll  ajid  Wniteside  counties.  Two 
lime  crixs;;.ers  -are  leased  and  1,495  tons  of 
agriculs’u:''al  limescone  have  been  produced. 
Abouc  6.2  miles  of  terracing  nas  been  done. 

The  Ciiarleston  Association  has  15  mem- 
bers fi’om  Coles  and  Cuinberland  coonties.  The 
a.ssociation  paps  th-c^  expenses  of  op-'.ratin^ 
■yuarrv.ing  aau  te.rracing  e.iuipment.  A total 
of  9 miles  of  terraces  and  904  tons  of  litae- 
stone  have  been  .’nude  possible  under  the  ar- 
rangement. 

Tweni,y-five  members  fromWnioe,  Haniil- 
ton,  and  9 all at in  counties  belong  to  the 
■Egyptian  Soil  Conservation  Associacion. 
The  association  leases  a traccor  and  t-er- 
I’acer  aiid  members  have  uuilt  nearly  30  miles 
of  terraces. 

The  Elmwood  Association  nas  27  imembers 
• from  Peoria  and  Knox  counties.  The  associ- 
ation owns  a lime  pulverizer  with  which  it 
has  produc-ed  1,769  tons  of  agricultural 
limestoije.  The  Elwood  camp  has  cooperated 
with  members  in  building  a mile  and  a half 
of  terraces. 

'The  Galesburg  District  Association  with 
45  members  from  Knox,  Warren,  and  Mercer 
counties  is  cooperating  with  the  camp  .at 
Galva. 

The  Greenville  Association  has  42  mem- 
bers from  Bond,  Payette,  Clinton,  and  Mont- 
gomery counties.  'The  association  ovms  a 
hoist,  q.uarrycars,  and  a lime  spreader,  and 


r-;nts  ...  tractor,  a teri'acer,  :md  a rotary 
scrap  ar.  A total  o,f  15.6  mixes  of  te.rracing 
/las  teen  denm-  tys  association  nicmbxrs. 

Tiio  Herii’y  Countp  A5J30Giaticn,  cooperat- 
iiig  with  t-he  Soil  Cars&rv^iuion  oervice  c;amp 
.at  Galva,  rias  7 members  and  had  .iidedinthe 
construction  of  6.S  miles  of  terraces. 

T,ie  J-ickson  Associ.ation  aas  2c  members 
from  J. acks on  :.-u'id Union  coonties.  A terracei’ 
is  owned  and tr.:.ctor  is  le, . s ..d.  Ihd  .vsso- 
elation  ■-.juipment  has  ceen  used  in  ouiiding 
..ibout  42  miles  of  terraces  on  the  farms  of 
members. 

Tiie  Je.r3e,yville  A,s3ociation  .eas  60  mem- 
oirs from  Jerse^y'  count,,  and  leases  a t.raotor, 
a terracer,  and  a one— pard  scr'.per.  Tr.e 
terracing  program  so  far  has  -amoianted  to 
13.  4 miles  of  terr-aces.  A total  of  558  tons 
of  limestone  have  been  crushed. 

The  Jo  Daviess  Co’ority  Association  leases 
two  lim®  crusiiers  :and  has  a memibership  of 
22.  Terrac.jS  totaling  2.4  miles  have  been 
built  ■ fev'id  £42  tons  of  iimcsto;;e  have  been 
produced. 

Tne  .Marshali-Putn;air;  Association  has  20 
rr.-cribers  froni  these  two  counties  and  owns  a 
tractor  tad  t'.-'ri'.accr  for  tne  use  of  its 
mem.bers.  .A  total  of  28.6  miles  of  'terraces 
have  seen  uuilt  for  members. 

The  jO  m'cm'jers  of  the  Macoupin  Associ- 
ation iea.3e  a limestone  crusiier.  A little 
less  tlian  a mile  of  terraces  iiave  been  . built 
on  the  farms  of  memo-ars. 

Tile  crushing  of  138  tons  of  l-imisstone 
and  the  coxistruction  acf  7.3  miles  of  ter- 
races are  tne  activities  reported  by  the 
Madison  Co'ont;,'  Association.  This  associa-.- 
tion  has  37  imsmbers. 

'The  McDonough  Association  has  S imrmborac 
in  McDonough,  Warren,  Fulton,  and  Hancock 
counties.  The  association  owns  a crusher 
with  which  ti.ey  have  pulverized  1,200  tons 
of  limestone,  aixd  about  4 miles  of  tenvicihg 
has  been  done. 

Fift5"-five  members  fromHcIjean,DeWitt, 
and  Piatt  counties  make  up  the  McLean  Asso- 
ciation. .The  Lcrracing  program  include '7.2 
miles  of  t-erraces  on  the  farms  of  tiembers. 

The  Mercer  Association  has  24  mem.bers 
from  Mercer,  Rock  Island,  and  lieuderson 
counties,  A tractor  and  lime  crusiier  are 
leased,  and  264  tons  of  agricultur-i.i  iime- 
(Continued  on  next  pajo) 


-s- 


stone  have  been  produced.  A total  of  7" 
miles  of  terraces  have  been  built. 

A tractor  and  a lime  crusher  are  leased 
by  the  27  members  of  the  Morgan  Association, 
which  draws  its  membership  from  Cass,  Mcrgazi, 
and  Scott  counties.  oixto<-'.jig'rit  tons  of 
agricultural  limestone  have  been  produced 
and  11.7  miles  of  terraces  have  been  built. 

The  Ogle  County  Soil  Conservation 
Association  has  9 members  'and  2,100  feet 
of  terracing  has  been  done. 

Okaw  Valle;>  Soil  Co.nservation  Associa- 
tion has  26  members  from  Rmdolpn  and  St. 
Clair  couTities.  'The  association  owns  a 
tractor  and  two  terracers.  A total  of  21.5 
miles  of  terracing  has  been  done  on  the 
farms  of  members. 

The  Pike  County  Association  has  119 
members.  A member  of  the  association  Has 
a terracer.  Members  of  tlis  association 
have  terraces  amounting  to  23.3  miles  and 
259  tons  of  agricultural  Limestone  have 
been  produced. 

The  R.  C.  L.  V/.  Association  with  30 
members  from  Richland,  Crawford,  Lawrence, 
and  Wabash  counties  has  cooperated  rn.the 
building  of  6.4  miles  of  terracing. 

The  Rushville  District  Association  in 
Schu^'ler  and Bro'wn  counties  has  64  members, 
owi-is  a terracing  machine,  and  leases  a- crusher 
and  2 tractors.  Agricultural  limestone' 
amo’unting  to  1,400  tons  has  been  produc-cd 
and  terraces  totaling  30.8  m.iles  have  been 
built. 

The  Sangamon  Valley  Terracing  Club 
nas  70  members  :ind  owns  a tractor  and  ter- 
racing machine.  The  membership  comes  from 
Macon,  Sangamon,  DeWitt,  Christian,  Logan, 
Shelby,  and  Piatt  counties  imd  the  members 
have  a total  of  28  miles  of  terraces  and 
3,038  tons  of  limestone  have  oeen  produced. 

The  Stark  County  Association  has  9 
members  and  is  cooperating  with  the  camp  at 
Galva. 

The  Stephenson  County  Association  has 
23  members  and  leases  a lime  crusher  witl: 
which  198  tons  of  agricultur'al  lim.ostone 
have  bee^i  produced. 

The  Tazewell  Soil  Conservation  Asdoci- 
ation  has  50  members,  owns  a tr'ictor  a:nd  a 
terracing  machine,  and  has  made  possible  12 
miles  of  terraces  on  farms  of  its  members. 

The  Wabash  Valley  Soil  Improvement  and 
Conservation  Association  has  17  members  in 


Edwards,  White,  Wabash,  and  Wayne  counties, 
This  association  repoi-ts  8.4  miles  Oj.  ter- 
r aces . 

The  W'illiamsoii  Association  has  38  mem- 
bers in  Williamson,  Franklin,  and  Johnson 
counties.  The  association  owi'is  a.tracbor 
and  two  terracing  machines.  The  terracing 
program  amounts  to  17.5  miles  of  terraces  in 
the  farms  of  members. 

The  Winnegago  County  Association  leases 
a crusher  and  has  10  members.  A total  of 
14  tons  of  agriculttiral  limestone  has  been 
produced  and  15.2  mile's  of  t.vrracin-  done. 

The  Woodford  Cou;ity  Soil  Consei'vation 
Association  has  a memoership  of  25,  and  5.8 
miles  of  terracing  J;is  been  done. 

The  association  in  Mason  coui'.ty  has  a 
menibership  oi'  6.  Terracing  amo’ur.ting  to 
6.2  miles  has  been  completed. 

Membersnip  ix:  an  association  is  neces- 
sary before  a cooperative  agreement  to  carry 
out  a soil  conservation  demonstration  on  a 
farm  is  entered  into  by  a CCC  ca;np  or-  a dem- 
onstration project. 

The  object  for  which  these  associations 
were  organized  is  to  uiiite  the  farmers  of 
Illinois  for  their  mutual  cooperation  iri 
procuring  the  necessar^v  help,  equipment,  in- 
struction, and  facilities  for  terracing 
and  liming  their  land  and  for  the  prevention 
of  soil  erosion.  The  .associations  own  equip- 
ment for  building  erosion  control  structures 
and  producing  agricultural  limestone  and 
rent  equipirient  or  supply  limestone  to  mem- 
bers at  nominal  char-ges. 

All  but  four  of  the  associations  are 
iiicorporated  imder  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  as  no.ri-profit  corpora! iors,  -and 
in  this  capacity  they  are  subject  to  the 
filing  of  ai'i  annua,!  report,  pajyTOcnt  of  in- 
come ruid  sexies  troc,  otxiC'i’  suen  obli^^a — 
tions  as  specified  by  the  law's  of 'Illinois*  • 
The  associations  have  been  cxrarged  wibn  the 
responsibility  of  assisting  in  the  promo- 
tion axid  formulation  of  a successful  soil 
conservation  progr3jn  in  their  I’es^jective 
communities,  to  assist  in  the  purenase  or 
rental  of  equipment  for  crushing,  limestone 
uid  the  construction  of  terraces,  and  to 
aid  in  any  other  w^ry  in  the  suecesafui; 
formulation  and  execution  of  a co;'plet_, 
sound,  coordinated  soil  erosion  control 
progr.am. 

— E.  L.  Associate-  i/roaCi.iist 


LEGUMES  LJEDUCE  EFFECT  OF  DROUGHT 

Legurres  LUid  grasses  have  helped  reduce 
the  effect  of  tne  i93c  drought,  accordiiij^  to 
reivorts  mde  specialists  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  Collette  of  Agriculture. 

A.  R.  drindley,  Champaign  coirnty  farm- 
er, reported  harvesting  a good  crop  of  clover 
t!:is  year  and  pointed  cut  that  the  clover 
yielded  him  more  ret'ur-ns  than  the  land  would 
have  yielded  had  it  been  planted  to  corn. 

NEW  BULLETIN  DISCUSSES  TERRACING 

"The  maintenttnee  of  a fertile,  pi’o-. 
ductive  soil  is  the  first  rSiuirement  of  a 
prosperous  and  permanent  agriculture," 
according  to  E.  W.  hetimarjn  and  R.  C.  Hay  in 
their  circular  "Terraces  to  Save  tne  Soil" 
j’ust  issued  by  the  University  of  Illinois 
College  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Lelxmann  is  Cnief  un  Agricultural 
Engineering,  and  Ar.  Hay  is  Extension  Spe- 
cialist in  Agricultural  Engineering. 

The  circular  covers  the  suaject  of 
terracing  in  Illinois  and  information  as 
to  the  importance  of  terracing  as  a measure 
to  reduce  erosion  is  given.  Methods  of 
planning  a terrace  system,  as  well  as  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  in  locating  terrace 
outlets  and  final  construction  of  the  ter- 
races and  outlets  are  clearl'/  described. 


They  point  out  uhat  "tne  productive 
power  of  18  million  acres  of  Illiaois  land  • 
is  raptidly  dwindling  because  ox  erosio... 
o’lllies  are  forming,  and  every  year  more 
land  is  abandonea  do  far- as ' farming  is  con- 
cerned. The  greatest  single  cause  of  loss 
of  fertility  on  this  land,  which  includes 
a large  area  of  the  rolling  land  of  the 
state,  is  soil  erosion." 

The  circular  discusses  the  use  of  dif- 
ferent macl'.inery  for  terrace  construction 
including  e-^uipment  wiiich  ma,,.  be  built  on 
the  farm:  for  exaisple,  /-drags  and  7-ditchers, 
and  epuipment  suca  as  road  .'raders,  blade 
terracers,  the  whirlwind  terraccr,  and  the 
eleA'-ating  gr.ader  terracer. 

Proper  maintenaiice  of  taie  terrace  sys- 
tem after  it  is  built  and  in  operation  is 
also  discussed  in  the  circiular.  Methods 
of  plowinj;  to  maintain  teruaces  are  dis- 
cussed and  illustrated.  It  is  pointed  out 
that  terraced  land  is  not  difficult  to  farm 
and  the  experimental  data  showing  the  soil 
saving  possible  by  usi:ng  terraces  are  quoted. 

The  circ’olar  is  adequately  illustrated 
and  will  be  of  value  to  farmer  who  is 
farming  teri’aces  or  who  desires  to  build 
a terrace  system  on  his  farm  to  protect 
his  soil.  The  circular  may  be  obtained 
from  the  University  of  Illinois,  College 
of  Agriculture,  a.t  Lrbana,  by  asking  foi' 
Circular  453,  "Terraces  to  Save  fat  Soil." 


A Terrace  Sid^e  Plowed  by  lackfurrowin  j to  the  Center  o^'  the  Rid  je . 
FROM  ILLINOIS  CIRCULAR  HO.  459 
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